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May 19, 2010
“CAMERON HOSPITAL OPENS ANTICOAGULANT CLINIC”
Angola, Ind. – In response to patient requests, Cameron Memorial Community Hospital is pleased to announce the opening of an Anticoagulation Clinic on June 7, 2010.  “In doing our research, we found that Steuben County residents were driving to Fort Wayne or other locations outside of the county in order to have their anticoagulant use monitored,” said Tonya Chernesky, Director of Nursing.  “We are very excited to provide this service for our patients, right in their own backyard.”

Anticoagulants ("bloodthinner") are used in cardiology and other fields of medicine, to prevent or treat thromboembolic events (improper blood flow, clotting and its effects).  The use of anticoagulants (e.g. Coumadin, Warfarin, etc.) must be monitored closely to ensure correct dosage and to minimize the risk of bleeding due to excessive blood thinning. 

Historically, a patient came to the lab and had his/her blood drawn and analyzed. Results were then sent to physicians’ offices.  This process was cumbersome and necessitated blood draw from an arm vein; additionally, patients had to wait for results.  Cameron’s Coumadin Clinic, however, will provide a new finger-stick method of blood analysis, approved by the FDA in 1997.  This test eliminates the need for painful blood draws, and ensures that accurate results are available right away.  Any adjustment to the medication dosage will be made immediately by a specially trained registered nurse. 
To begin anticoagulation therapy at Cameron, a physician (affiliated with Cameron Memorial Community Hospital) must complete and submit a referral form. Patients are asked to bring a complete medication list, including supplements and over-the-counter products to each appointment so that staff can review.  
The clinic will be located inside the hospital on the second floor across from the pharmacy and will be open from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on Mondays and Fridays and 9:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. on Wednesdays.  Participation in the clinic is by appointment.  If you are a patient on anticoagulant therapy and would like more information regarding the Anticoagulation Clinic, or would like to set up an appointment, please call (260) 665-2141 ext. 2727.  
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Pictured:  Kathy Crist, Outpatient Anticoagulation Clinic Coordinator, Pat Wicker, Office Receptionist, Barb Julian, Outpatient Team Leader, Brecken Gilbert, Clinic R.N.  Not pictured:  Brittany Knox, R.N.
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